
 

 

E X P E R I E N C E  Y O U R  A M E R I C A  

The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 

                                                                                      

                                            
 

  

 

 

Channel Islands News Release 
 

 

July 17, 2014 
For Immediate Release 
National Park Service, Yvonne Menard, yvonne_menard@nps.gov  805-658-5725 
Naval Base Coronado, Jon Nylander, jon.nylander@navy.mil  619- 545-8167 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Jane Hendron, jane_hendron@fws.gov  760-431-9440 x205 
The Nature Conservancy, Priscilla Vega, pvega@tnc.org  213-327-0104 x14203 

 
Bald Eagles Expand Territories to Five of the Eight Channel Islands  
 
Ventura, CA —Bald eagles continue to expand on the California Channel Islands with the 
discovery of a nesting pair on San Clemente Island for the first time in over 50 years. 
 
This discovery means that bald eagles have reestablished territories now on five of the eight 
Channel Islands following their disappearance from the islands in the early 1960s due 
primarily to DDT contaminants in the food chain. 
 
Dr. Peter Sharpe with the Institute for Wildlife Studies who has spent 18 years dedicated to 
bald eagle recovery efforts said, “This news is very gratifying. I expect to see bald eagles 
return to all eight of the Channel Islands within a few years which will mark yet another 
milestone in their successful recovery.” 
 
"This is good news for the continued recovery of the ecosystem of the Channel Islands and 
the Navy's ongoing interest in protecting the environment,” said Captain Christopher E. 
Sund, Commanding Officer of Naval Base Coronado, which balances responsibility for 
operations and training with wildlife management on San Clemente Island.  “It is also 
emblematic of the Navy's good stewardship over many years at San Clemente Island," he 
said. 
 
Although it does not appear there were any chicks this year in the San Clemente nest, it is 
an encouraging find to know that bald eagles now occupy the majority of their historic 
territories on the Channel Islands.  
 
Overall, this year’s bald eagle season yielded 16 breeding pairs with 14 chicks joining the 
population of over 60 resident birds on the Channel Islands. 
 
There were nine active nests established this season within Channel Islands National Park 
with ten chicks. On neighboring Santa Catalina Island there were seven active nests with 
four chicks fledging including a new pair nesting east of Two Harbors. 
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The two birds that established a nest on San Clemente Island trace their origins to Santa 
Cruz and Santa Catalina Islands. The female is a ten-year old eagle known as A-32 who 
hatched in a nest in Juneau, Alaska in 2004. She was released on Santa Cruz Island that 
same year as part of a bald eagle reestablishment program funded by the Montrose 
Settlements Restoration Program. The male is a seven-year-old known as K-76. He hatched 
in an artificial incubation facility on Santa Catalina Island and then was fostered into a nest 
at Twin Rocks.  
 
From 2002 to 2006, 61 bald eagle chicks were released on the northern Channel Islands as 
part of this reestablishment effort. In 2006, a milestone was reached when the first eagle 
chick hatched naturally on Santa Cruz Island in over 50 years. 
 
Montrose Settlements Restoration Program is a multi-agency program funded by court 
settlements and dedicated to restoring natural resources harmed by DDTs and PCBs 
released in the environment in southern California.  
  
To view Channel Islands bald eagle webcams visit: www.iws.org 
 
For more information on Montrose visit: www.montroserestoration.noaa.gov 
 
For bald eagle images: http://www.nps.gov/chis/photosmultimedia/bald-eagle-archives.htm 
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